
3 July strive to do that, the immortal God will sing together and the sons of God will 
1956 shout for [lengthy applause] 

At. MLKJrP-GAMK 

38. Job 38:7. In his prepared text, King closes not with this paragraph, but with a variant of the 
Langston Hughes poem “Mother to Son”: “This is our profound challenge and lasting responsibility. 
We must continue to move on in the face of every obstacle. ‘Mother to Son’: ‘Well, Son, I’ll tell you / 
Life for me ain’t been no crystal stair / It’s had tacks in it, / and splinters / And boards torn up / And 
places with no carpet on the floor-/ Bare / But all the time / I’se been a climbin’ on / And reachin’ 
landings / And turnin’ corners / And sometimes going in the dark / Where there ain’t been no light 
/ So, boy, don’t you stop now, / Don’t you sit down on the steps / ’Cause you finds it’s kinder hard / 
Don’t you fall back / For I’se still goin’ boy / I’m still climbin’ /And life for me ain’t been no crystal 
stair.’ 

Well, life for none of us has been a crystal stair. But we must keep moving. If you can’t fly, run; if 
you can’t run, walk; if you can’t walk, crawl, but by all means keep moving!” 

To W. T. Handy, Jr. 

3 July 1956 
Montgomery, Ala. 

King declines his Boston University classmatek invitation to speak at a Louisiana 
church un 8 November. 

The Rev. W. T. Handy, Jr., Pastor 
Newman Methodist Church 
Corner Fulton & Eighth Streets 
Alexandria, Louisiana 

Dear W. T., 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your very kind letter of June 8. Absence from 
the city for several days has delayed my reply. 

After checking my schedule I find that I have accepted as many speaking en- 
gagements for the next five or six months as my schedule will allow. For this rea- 
son I will have to decline your gracious invitation to speak for the Community- 
wide Fellowship Banquet. Please know that I regret this very deeply. It is even 
more regretful in the light of our personal friendship and my real concern and 
respect for the great work you are doing. I certainly hope that it will be possible 
for me to serve you at some future date. 

I hope everything goes well with you and Ruth.’ It would really be a gratifymg 

310 I .  Ruth Odessa Robinson, a friend of the King family, married Handy on I I  August 1948. 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project 



experience to see both of you, since it has been so long since we have seen each 
other. I hope you will find it possible to stop through Montgomery next time you 
are in this section.z Coretta and I are doing fine. We have a little daughter now, 
Yolanda Denise, who is a little more than seven months old. She is really the boss 
of the family. 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] M. L. 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 

MLKb 

5 July 
1956 

With warm personal regards. 

TLS. WTH. 

2 .  On 18 September Handy wote  King to thank him and Coretta for a wonderful visit during the 
summer. 

To Glenn E. Smiley 

5 July 1956 
Montgomery, Ala. 

King responds to Smiley S letters of 11, 18, and 20 June. In this correspondence Smiley 
discussed arrangements for Kings participation in an  upcoming workshop for 
southern movement leaders in Tuskegee on 17-18 July. In his 20 June letter, Smiley 
enclosed a suggestion by Alfred Hassla, editor of Fellowship, urging the MIA to 
purchase space in the Montgomery Advertiser every week in order to explain “the 
reasons for its actions in the bus situation.”’ Hassler asserted that such a column 
would “create a wordless but vital understanding between the two communities.” 
Smiley afJirmed the idea: “Of all the things that you are doing in the MIA, the weakest 
seems to be at the point of interpretation to the people whom we eventually want to live 
with in harmony and love. ”In September the MIA appointed a special committee, 
which included King, to explore ways of inJuencing white attitudes; shortly thereafter, 
King initiated discussions with the editor of the Advertiser about a statement, but it 
never appeared.2 

I .  Alfred Hassler (1910-1991) was born in Allentown, Pennsylvania, and grew up in New York City. 
He studied journalism at Columbia University and then worked for American Baptist Publications in 
Philadelphia. In 1942 he became editor of the FORjournal Fellowship. In 1960 he assumed the position 
of executive secretary of the United States Fellowship, serving until his retirement in 1974. He was also 
president of the International Confederation for Disarmament and Peace. 

2 .  See W. J. Powell, Minutes of MIA Special Committee, 25 September 1956; Grover C. Hall to King, 
IO October 1956; and King to Hall, 29 October 1956. 3” 
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